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The summer season is a time filled with 
vacations, Bible Schools, camps and 
fun-filled outdoor activities.  Here at 1st 
United Methodist Church the season 
will also be filled with many changes as 
the renovation work ramps up and the 
church gets set to celebrate 150 years 
of serving Christ and the community.  
 
As you look through this edition of the 
church newsletter, volunteers and staff 
are putting the finishing touches on this 
year’s Vacation Bible School, an event 
that is sure to be something “cool” that 
children will be talking about for weeks 
and months to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Learn more on page 5) 

 
The renovations have Sunday School 
classes trying something a little 
different.  Over the next couple of 
months, you will get a chance to 
sample what each of the adult Sunday 
School classes has to offer.  
             (details on page 4) 
 
The recovery program here at the 
church is about to enter its 3rd year and 
there is lots to Celebrate. 

(More on these milestones on page 6) 

 
 
The church’s commitment to families in 
need is once again fulfilled as another 
host week of Family Promise wraps up.  

(A week of helping others on page 6) 

 
 
And, Rev. Catherine Nance reflects on 
a week filled with news about death as 
well as the grief resulting from a death 
in her own family. (on page 2) 
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A cousin’s grief - Rev. Catherine Nance 

Phone: 865-982-1273 
You can find individual staff contact information and a 

printable staff listing under the “Inside 1st” tab at:  

www.1stchurch.org 
Email: info@1stchurch.org 

 

1st UMC Staff 

*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with 
1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 

 
Pastors 
Catherine Nance               cnance                            ext.111 
Parker Benson                 pbenson                          ext. 106 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
 
Music 
Terry Wilson                   sacmusic                           ext. 109 
Susan Daves                    sdaves                            ext. 110 
Chris Lee                            clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)      DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth          ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                       nirwin                             ext.202 
 
Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                        ext. 103 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                        ext.100 
 
Membership Secretary 
Jane Sanders                      jsanders                       ext. 101 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Maintenance & Custodial Staff 
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice, Bryan Holder 
 
 
 
 
 

      If you have a story that you would like to have 
told in the “Bell”, please contact Clayton Hensley 
(Director of Communications) at                               
chensley@1stchurch.org or call 982-1273. 
Deadlines for submissions to the newsletter are on 
the Friday before publication on Monday.  

     You can sign up to receive your “Church Bell” in a 
digital edition which often includes interactive links 
and “extra” pages.  To receive the digital edition 
please visit the “Happening at 1st” section at 

www.1stchurch.org . 

      This past weekend, I did what many of you have 
done; I attended the funeral of a loved one. My cousin, 
Becky, died unexpectedly last Monday. Phone calls 
were made, emails were sent, and cousins from 
Georgia, Tennessee and Pennsylvania all responded 
with shock and grief. At the funeral, church members 
shared how she had impacted the lives of so many 
children. It was a great celebration, but I left wishing I 
had said something. I wanted folks to hear from the 
extended family and know what a fun and loving cousin 
Becky was to all of us. It would have added two 
minutes to her service and the handful of cousins who 
were there would have appreciated it. Church members 
would have smiled and nodded; her sisters would have 
remembered the stories. But I decided to spare the 
congregation the two minutes. That feeling I 
experienced when the minister asked, “Does anyone 
else have anything they would like to share?” was my 
own grief. I love Becky and I will miss her and my heart 
aches. 
     I spent a lot of time thinking about grief this 
weekend; seems like there were a lot of stories on the 
news about deaths. There was a mixture of response – 
public grief, public outrage, public apathy, public 
rejoicing – depending on the story.  
     No matter who has died or the circumstances of 
death, there must be someone who grieves. Everyone 
is a son or daughter of someone. Surely there is a 
cousin or a close friend who is grieving quietly and 
privately away from the public eye. Because we are 
created in the image of God, I believe God’s heart also 
aches when one of his children dies – regardless of 
who they are or how the death occurred.  
     B.B. King died at age 89 under hospice care. 
Abu Sayyaf, a senior ISIL leader was killed by US 
forces. The six Marines who died in the helicopter crash 
as they were delivering aid to earthquake victims in 
Nepal were named Dustin Lukasiewicz, Christopher 
Norgren, Ward Johnson, Eric Seaman, Sara Medina, 
and Jacob Hug. Tapendra Rawal and Basnata Titara 
were the Nepalese soldiers who died alongside them in 
the relief mission. 
     Dzhokhar Tsarnaev is sentenced to death. Sean 
Collier, Krystle Campbell, Martin Richard, Lu Lingzi 
(killed by the bomb in Boston) have people still  grieving 
for them as does Tamerlan Tsamaev (Dzhokhar’s 
brother). 
     On this Monday morning, I hear that nine members 
of rival motorcycle gangs were killed in Waco, Texas. 
Before I hear the editorials about guns in bars and 
violence in America, I turn off the radio and think about 
the cousins who have no comment, but are just sad.  

mailto:chensley@1stchurch.org
http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-stop/email-bell-sign-up
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1st News The next steps      
The week is getting off to a bit of a busy start as 
the renovation process gets set to begin a new 
phase.  Later in the week, crews will begin work 
on the children’s and adult Sunday School area 
on the lower level.   To get ready for that work, 
Sunday School classes, the church staff and 
others are working to clear out each of the  
rooms downstairs.   
 
For the next few months, crews will work to make 
the children’s area and the adult classrooms 
more inviting as well as making them more 
secure.  
 
Work on the middle hallway upstairs is nearing 
completion.  Crews laid new tile down in the 
hallway.   Some detail work still needs to be 
done, but the staff is already in the process of 
moving.  The main church office will relocate to 
the space near the doors leading in from the 
Porte Cochere and the adjacent doors. 

 
And last but not 
least, crews 
continue 
working on the 
Sanctuary 
where new heat 
and air ducts 
are taking 
shape. We’ll 

keep you updated on the progress. 
 
For more information on the renovation schedule, 
progress and pictures visit the church website at 
www.1stchurch.org.  
 
 

HANDS ON MISSION BUCKETS 
 

This week you can start bringing items for the  
hands-on-mission buckets going to the Ishe 

Anesu mission in Zimbabwe.  Please bring items to 
the hallway near the Garst Classroom (room 254) 

before Saturday, May 30th. On that day from 9:00 
am until Noon, the buckets will be filled and your help 

is needed to do the filling.    
If you are interested in helping contact: 

Jewel Rankin at 981-2770 
or  

Kristi Crandall at 681-3879 
 

Information is also available in the “1st to Serve” 
section of the church website 

www.1stchurch.org 

Last Sunday, 1st UMC hosted the Leadership Holston 
class of 2014—2015 for its last meeting. Our youth 
ministries director, Nathan Irwin is part of this class.  He 
and all the others will be recognized during the 
Wednesday afternoon session of Annual Conference. 

$10 and 10 hours of service 
A couple of years ago, you were challenged to “imagine” a 
world with NO malaria.  The goal at 1st UMC was to raise 
$15,000 which would save 1500 lives.  In the end, thanks to 
your generosity and hard work, $24,000 was raised, an 
amount that could save 2400 lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…if each 1st UMC member gave just $10 to fight childhood 
poverty.  What a difference $20,000 could make! 
 
...if each 1st UMC members gave 10 hours of service to 
children living in poverty, what a difference those 20,000 
hours will make in transforming the lives of children! 
 
This year as we get ready for Holston Annual Conference, 
we are given another challenge.  This time, the Bishop is 
calling on all members of the Conference (which stretches 
from Radford, VA to Lookout Mountain, GA) to donate $10 
and perform 10 hours of service to help fight childhood 
poverty within Holston’s borders. 
 
This coming Sunday, MAY 31st, you are asked to bring 
your $10 and later you can perform the 10 hours of service.  
This mission offering will provide grants to local churches in 
each district to help them ease the stresses of poverty for 
thousands of children.   Help transform lives through this 
special offering.  

http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-stop/renovation-news
http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-to-serve/mission-buckets
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1st News 

K ing David wrote,  
"Taste and see that the Lord is good. Oh, the joys of those 
who trust in Him."                                              Psalm 34:8 

 
That verse makes me smile because that is exactly what is 
going to happen to those who choose to be a part of the 
Summer Sunday School Sampler .  
 
We'll be trying new ways of learning about the Bible, and it is 
sure to give us renewed joy. That's how the Holy Spirit works 
in our lives!  
 
My mother's favorite box of candy was a  Whitman's Sampler, 
and I was able to pick a sweet treat and often relish something 
new.  Come to Asbury Hall at 9:15 on Sunday mornings and 
experience learning that will make you smile, too! 

 

Sunday School Superintendent - 1st UMC 

May 24th - Soujourners Class, Mike Maher 
May 31st -  Bridge Builders, Special speaker,  
                     Mathiang Gutynin (Lost Boys) 
June 7th - Trendsetters, Gordo Watson 

 
*Full schedule available online at  

www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-ministries/sunday-school  

 
 

Congratulations graduates 
This past Sunday, graduating high school seniors 
were in the spotlight during the worship services.  
A dozen young men and women from 1st UMC 
are graduating this year.  
 
Alex Cherry plans on attending the honors 
program at the University of Alabama in the fall, 
majoring in Telecommunication and Film. 
 
Kara Harville will be attending Lee University 
in Cleveland, Tennessee majoring in Health 
Science with an emphasis in pre-physical 
therapy.  She would like to be a physical therapist 
and work with kids with disabilities. 
 
Sarah Parsley plans on attending Eckerd 
College in St. Petersburg, Florida in August.  
 
Olivia George will work at Advanced Catlayst, 
LLC as an intern.  She will be attending UT-
Chattanooga, majoring in chemical engineering. 
She plans to continue rock climbing and singing 
during her college career.  
 

Other graduating seniors: 
 

Sarah Bowden                             
Sean Dunn 

Madeline Franklin-Dean   
Jonathan Gibson 

Holli Hodge  
Hannah Rines 
Trevor Spence 

Zachary Thomas 

This week work begins on 
the children’s Sunday 
School and Adult Sunday 
School classrooms on the 
lower level.  Staff and 
volunteers worked 
Sunday and Monday to 
clean out the rooms so 
work could begin.  Work 
on the area is expected to 
last until mid-August.  

http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-ministries/sunday-school
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In memory of:   Given by: 
 

The Church Bell 
Bob Knoll   Jerry & Lin Reichelt 
 

     Welcome Table  
Herman Werndli  Ivanell Farber 
Juanita Morton   Hope Lewis 
 

Celebrate Recovery 
Dane McCoy   Martha Ragland   

Memorials 

Children’s Corner                                                                          
Contact:   Denise Johns, djohns@1stchurch.org  or  982-1273   

VBS is from 6:00 to 8:00 pm each night.  

You can register in all of these places! 

 

www.1stchurch.org 

Just look for VBS 2015 on the home page. 

 

 

www.1stchurchevents.org/registration 

 

 

 

www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc 

If you go to the church facebook page, look for the VBS 
Registration tab under the cover picture. 

 

 

*Registration forms are also available in the church office. 

In the midst of moving everything out of the children’s 
area, the children’s ministry staff and others are busy 
putting together this year’s Vacation Bible School.  
Most of the activity each night will happen in Asbury 
Hall (the gym) and it will be one of the “coolest” events 
of the year here at 1st UMC, so be sure and invite 
your friends. 

 

From now through VBS, you and your friends can 
learn more about  this great event and catch up on 
what’s happening each night on the church events; 
websites, www.1stchurchevents.org  and on our social 
media channels. 

Here’s a look at this year’s VBS t-shirt! 

Important reminder for parents! 

mailto:djohns@1stchurch.org
http://www.1stchurch.org/
http://www.1stchurchevents.org/registration
http://www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc
http://www.1stchurchevents.org


Sermons Online 
Whether you missed a sermon or just want to hear 
it again, check online to see if it is there. The 
sermons are available to stream or to download.  
We are hoping to get some older sermons online 
as well, so keep checking.  
 
To hear sermons online: 
 Visit www.1stchurch.org . 
 Click on the Worship at 1st Tab. 
 Click on “sermons online”  
 Find  the sermon you want or scroll down the 

page to launch the media player where you 
can sort sermons by title, date or service! 
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While families 
celebrated Mother’s 
Day, church members at 
1st UMC transformed 
Sunday School rooms into the bedrooms that became 
home for four families who are part of the Family 
Promise mission.  This past Sunday those same rooms 
once again served as Sunday school rooms after three 
of the families moved on to the next church while one 
found permanent housing.   

It’s truly an honor to aid these families during 
the midst of a rough bump in their life’s journey.  We 
helped Madison celebrate her 8th birthday!  It was 
especially humbling to give back to the husband and 
wife team who are Army veterans and have two 
children, Kayla and Ryan.  Micah works full-time and 
Kris works part-time and they will have their own place 
once again.  The families always touch the hearts of 
the volunteers but for me it really hit close to home 
when the children in two of the families turned out to 
be students of mine.  Had I not volunteered to help out 
I would never have known they were homeless.  That’s 
the thing.  It could be any of us.  

A huge shout out goes to all the Wonderful 

Volunteers at 1st UMC who made this possible with 

special mention to the Cunningham family who hosted 

an outing to their farm.  The children are still in awe of 

driving the team of Belgium draft horses!  New 

volunteers are always needed.  Watch the Church Bell 

for the next training meeting or if you just can’t wait, 

contact the Family Promise coordinator, Mavis Ziegler 

at mavisziegler@yahoo.com or (865) 748-0532.  Our 

next host week is Thanksgiving week. 

It is official!  We are certified and recognized by the 
Celebrate Recovery Network!  We had a wonderful 
celebration on the 13th!  This would not be possible 
without all the prayers and support from our church 
and the community.   
 
As Larry Campbell said in his weekly email to the 
volunteers, “God has truly blessed this ministry with 
such loyalty and effort for the preparation and 
execution for the food service, music, organization, 
facilitators, security people, greeters and Clergy.   
 
What we do makes our Heavenly Father proud of us 
and that is our purpose.”  This program is growing and 
we need your help.  All you need is a servant’s heart.   
 
There are numerous areas where you can lend your 
talents and service. You don’t have to commit to every 
Wednesday night.  We will work with you.  Maybe you 
know someone who would be a wonderful addition to 
our program.  Spread the word!   
 
For more information on the opportunities at Celebrate 
Recovery Maryville visit,  www.crmaryvilletn.com . 
 
 

Every Wednesday Night 
6:00 pm—Light Meal 
7:00 pm—Worship 

7:00 pm—The Landing, program for youth 
8:10 pm—Share groups 

*On Wednesday, June 3rd, CR will be meeting at 
Maryville Junior High School across the street! 

The finishing touches 

You’ve been hearing about the church directory since 
last fall.  Well, it is getting closer to going to print.  The 
past couple of Sundays, we’ve asked you to make sure 
the information we had in the draft of the directory was 
correct and many of you have responded.   

Still, we are missing pictures of many of you and would 
like a chance to confirm your information.   You can  do 
this online at www.1stchurch.org under the “1st Look” 
section.   

There you will find out how to submit pictures and 
where to give us your updated information.  You can 
also bring pictures by the church office for us to scan or 
you can look at the draft of the directory to see if 
everything there is correct.    

We hope to have the directories available by mid-July.  
The deadline for submissions of pictures or to change 

information is May 27th.  

http://www.1stchurch.org/#/worship-at-1st/sermons-online
mailto:mavisziegler@yahoo.com
http://www.crmaryvilletn.com/
http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-look/church-directory


Greeters: 

 8:15 Traditional 

       William Russell 
       Bert & Becky Emmerson 
       

 10:30 Contemporary    

       Brian & Kim Anderson 
       Lori Strait 
 
 10:30 Traditional 
       Brian & Nicole Waters 
       Ralphine Hood 
               
 
  

Sunday,  May 24, 2015 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Traditional Worship, Asbury Hall 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School. 
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Asbury Hall  
10:30 AM  Contemporary Worship, Wesley Hall 
  6:00 PM  Youth     
 Monday,  May 25,  2015 
 Memorial Day - Church Office Closed 
 Tuesday, May 26, 2015 
  6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128  
  7:00 PM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
Wednesday, May 27, 2015 
10:00 AM  Covenant Bible Study, 205 
12:00 PM  J.O.Y. Fellowship Lunch, Wesley Hall 
             
          Celebrate Recovery 
  6:00 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  Worship 
  7:00 PM  The Landing, program for youth 
  8:10 PM  Share Groups 
 
  6:30 PM  Covenant Bible study, 254 
  7:00 PM  Dude’s Study, Wendy’s 
  7:30 PM  Chancel Choir, 249   
 Thursday, May 28,  2015 
  6:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study, 214 
  5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
  6:00 PM  Youth Ladies Study, Panera Bread 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Friday, May 29, 2015 
10:00 PM  Covenant Bible Study, Session 1, 205 
Sunday,  May  31, 2015  
   7:35 AM  Morning Glory rehearsal, 249 
   8:15 AM  Traditional Worship,  Asbury Hall 
   9:15 AM  Sunday School 
 10:30 AM  Contemporary Worship, Wesley Hall 
 10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Asbury Hal  
   6:00 PM  Youth 
Monday, June 1, 2015 
  6:00 PM  Vacation Bible School 
  7:00 PM  Recovery—12 Steps—Women, 205 
Tuesday, June 2, 2015 
 6:00 PM  Vacation Bible School  
 7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Wednesday, June 3, 2015 
               Celebrate Recovery  
   (at Maryville Junior High School) 
  6:00 PM  Light Meal 
  7:00 PM  Worship 
  7:00 PM  The Landing, program for youth 
  8:10 PM  Share Groups 
   
   6:00 PM  Vacation Bible School 
   7:30 PM  Chancel Choir, 249 
Thursday, June 4, 2015 
  6:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study, 214 
  5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Friday, June 5,  2015 
  7:00 PM  New Covenant Class, Wesley Hall 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Traditional 

       Bill Mueller 
       Sam Johnson 
       Cathy & Jim Miller 
                     

 10:30 Contemporary    
       The Elder Family 
       Russ & Callen Parsley 
         
 10:30 Traditional 
       Brad & Patsy Lunde 
       Libby Lewis 
       Vicki Everbach 
 

        

Sunday Commitments: May 24th 
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Sunday Commitments: May 31st 
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Come celebrate a milestone! 
July 5th at 10:30 am 

Maryville Greenbelt Amphitheater 
 

More information at: 

www.1stchurchevents.org 
 

*There will be a BBQ dinner served after 

worship that day.  Cost is $5 a person. 
Please sign up online or call the church 

office to help us get a count of how many 
are coming. 



Maryville First United Methodist Church 
804 Montvale Station Road 

Maryville, Tennessee   37803 
Phone:  865-982-1273 / Fax:  865-983-5408 
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The next edition of The Church Bell will be published on June  1st 

Nathan Irwin, Youth Director 
nirwin@1stchurch.org  

Youth Summer Trip Dates 
Jr. & Sr. High Assembly - June 29th through July 3rd 
Grundy, VA Mission Trip - July 5th through July 10th 

Charleston Beach Trip - July 19th through 21st 


